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Mapping
New England

Potential for          Arts-Based Economic Development
Number of Arts-Based Businesses and Median Household Income, by County

According to the U.S. Census Bureau 2007 Economic Census, there are 23,433 businesses—

employing at least that many independent artists, writers, and performers—and 9,130 

performing arts businesses nationwide.* New England is home to nearly 1,000 of these 

arts-based establishments. A high index of arts-based business establishments in a given 

location could signify the presence of a broader arts network. High indices of businesses 

in these two arts-based categories are found in major metropolitan areas such as Suffolk 

County, Massachusetts. A significant arts-based industry is also apparent in Providence 

County despite its relatively small size and moderate median household income.  

Map: Emily Mytkowicz, Federal Reserve Bank of Boston
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Below $40,000
$40,000 - $50,000
$50,000 - $60,000
$60,000 - $70,000
Above $70,000

Number of Arts-
Based Businesses

1-10

66 and above

21-65

11-20

*  According to the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) Code 7115 and 
the Performing Arts Businesses Code 7111. 

Code information not available in all counties.

Source: 2007 Economic Census, 2005-2009  
American Community Survey, U.S. Census BureauRhode Island
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